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GOVERNMENT 
NEWS
NEW FISCAL YEAR AND TERMS 
FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS

July 1 marks the beginning of a new 
fiscal year for the Town of Round Hill 
as well as new terms for the mayor 
and three council members. Mayor 
Scott Ramsey and incumbent coun-
cil members Janet Heston, Fred Lyne 
and Chris Prack were all re-elected.

This year’s $3.4 million budget is 
based on an equalized tax rate of 
$0.0275; there willl be no increases to 
utility user fees. The budget includes 
funding to repaint the water tank 
adjacent to Round Hill Elementary 
School. There may be some cellu-
lar service interruptions during the 
painting process, and the tank will 
have a new look once it is redone. 

“TOWN CHRISTMAS TREE” 
REPLACED WITH NEW SPRUCE

Despite efforts to save it from blight 
damage, the Town has had to replace 
the pine tree in the Town Park that 
has served as the Town’s Christmas 
tree since at least 2005. 

In its place, the Round Hill Wom-
en's Group donated a 10-foot tall 
Norwegian Spruce as a memorial 
to Mac Brownell, one of the group’s 
long-standing members who was 
locally renowned for her volunteer-
ism before she passed away in March. 
The new tree is in the foreground in 
the photo to the left, above.

According to Christina Yevoli, who 
organizes the Town Tree Lighting 
event on behalf of the Round Hill 
Junior Women’s Group, the group 
plans to use a tree to the right of the 
pavilion as the town Christmas tree 
until the new spruce is established. 
This year’s Tree Lighting is tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 6.

As his Eagle Scout project, 
Round Hill resident Ryan 
Rodriguez, center above left, 
built a sign for the nature 
preserve in the rear of the 
Town Park.

SIGN BUILT TO HIGHLIGHT TOWN PARK NATURE PRESERVE
Eagle Scout candidate Ryan Rodriquez has built a sign toward the back of 

the Town Park that will highlight the park’s nature preserve area. The 18-year-
old Round Hill resident plans to include information on the sign about the 
history of the preserve, plant species native to Virginia and where to locate 
them, and a map of the trail. 

Rodriguez says he was inspired to build the sign because “I wanted to do 
something for the town that I’ve lived in my whole life.” He would like to 
thank Loudoun Deck and Fence Co. and Loudoun Valley Roofing for their 
generous donations of materials for the project. 

VDOT WIDENING ROUTE 7 UNDER BYPASS
The Virginia Department of Transportation is widening the road beneath 

the bypass on Route 7 business east of town. The project is designed to allow 
traffic to continue to flow as vehicles slow down to make a left onto the Route 
7 bypass east. Work should be complete by the end of the summer. 

ROUND HILL ARTS CENTER EXHIBITS PEACE CORPS PHTOS
This summer, the Round Hill Arts Center will be displaying “Bringing the 

World Home,” an exhibit of photographs from former Peace Corps Volun-
teers that brings deeper meaning to the concept of the travel snapshot.  The 
exhibit is free to the public, and will run throughout the summer from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. daily. 

The Center still has openings in summer camps and classes for all ages.  
Learn about famous artists, try pottery, study cartooning and lots more. 
Check out the latest offerings at www.roundhillartscenter.org.  

Continued next page 

KIM RAMSEY—NEWS aROUND the HILL

PHTOTS COURTESY RYAN RODRIGUEZ



►

Upcoming Events
Utility Committee July 8 / Aug. 12
8:00 a.m., Town Office
Land Use Committee July 9  
7:00 p.m., Town Office
Town Council July 17 / Aug. 21
 7:30 p.m., Town Office
RHVFD Membership Meeting July 28 
7:30 p.m. Open to the public.
Administrative Committee Aug. 4 
7:30 p.m., Town Office
Planning Commission Aug. 5
7:00 p.m., Town Office
Orientation at Woodgrove HS Aug.28 

►

►

►

►

►

►

To submit news or events, visit 
the News aRound the Hill 

Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/
newsaroundthehill

or email 
editor@newsaroundthehill.org.

-
ON THE AGENDA

Issues the Town Council and Planning Com-
mission will address in the coming months 
include:
• Hire planner/zoning administrator
• Update Town Comprehensive Plan
• Complete site plan for future Sleeter Lake Park
• Conduct joint public information session on 

Main Street sidewalk design and Franklin Park 
Trail

• Update design of Town web site
• Complete water resources study to identify 

future sources of water
• Sidewalk replacement on W. Loudoun Street

The Town Council meets the second Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. The Planning Commission meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
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STUDENTS RAISE MONEY FOR PROJECT HOPE 
 A group of third-graders from Round Hill Elemen-
tary School sold rainbow loom bracelets this spring to 
raise money for Project Hope, an international humani-
tarian aid organization. The Odyssey of the Mind team 
was inspired by an article in The Washington Post about 
students giving back to their communities. According to 
coach Jenn Maulfair, “We talked about how helpful groups 
of any age can be if they work together and how they—
even at 8 and 9 years old—can make a difference.” 

Project HOPE Vice President for Development and 
Communications Rich Rumsey, a Round Hill resident, 
heard about the team’s donation and paid a personal visit 
to Round Hill Elementary School during the last week of 
school to thank the team members for their efforts.

Project Hope Vice President Rich Rumsey visited RHES 
students to thank them for their donation.

Water Saving Tips
Summertime typically means high water usage. Here are 
seven tips to use as little as necessary:
1. Put a layer of mulch around trees and plants. Chunks of 
bark, peat moss or gravel slows down evaporation. Saves 
750 to 1,500 gallons a month. 
2. If you have a pool, use a pool cover to cut down on 
evaporation. It will also keep your pool cleaner and reduce 
the need to add chemicals. Saves 1,000 gallons a month.
3. Water during the cool parts of the day. Early morning 
is better than dusk since it helps prevent the growth of 
fungus. Saves 300 gallons.
4. Don’t water the lawn on windy days. There’s too much 
evaporation. Can waste up to 300 gallons in one watering.
5. Cut down watering on cool and overcast days and don’t 
water in the rain. Adjust or deactivate automatic sprin-
klers. Can save up to 300 gallons each time.
6. Set lawn mower blades one notch higher. Longer grass 
means less evaporation. Saves 500 to 1,500 gallons each 
month.
7. Tell your children not to play with the garden hose. 
Saves 10 gallons a minute.
Source: www.monolake.org/about/waterconservation.
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