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Issues the Town Council and Planning Commis-
sion will address in the coming months include: 
•	Review	of	the	B-1	Business	Zoning	District
•	Address	concerns	and	coordinate	with	the	County	
regarding	the	proposed	sheriff's	substation

•	Continue	annexation	study	and	pursue	
	 annexation	agreement	with	the	County
•	Finalize	utility	construction	agreement	
	 for	Westlake	treatment	facility
•	Continue	exploration	of	future	water	
	 resource	requirements	and	options
•	Continue	 coordination	with	 County	 to	 facilitate	
start	of	Franklin	Park	Trail	construction	

•	Ongoing	improvements	to	the	Town	web	site
•	Welcome	signs	at	major	Town	"gateways"
•	Mid-term	budget	review	and	adjustments
The Town Council meets regularly on the third Thursday of 
the month at 7:30 p.m. Public hearings are held as needed on 
the first Thursday of the month. The Planning Commission 
meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

Fall Harvest Wine Dinner with Breaux Oct. 28
Savoir	Fare,	6:30	p.m.,	www.savoirfarelimited.com
Community Garden 2009 Season Closing		Oct. 29
2010	season	registration	opens	Feb.	2010.	Watch	
www.roundhillgarden.org	for	more	details.
Angel Food Ministries Food Order Due Nov. 9
RH	Baptist	Church’s	youth	ministry	offers	discount	
food	boxes	monthly;	no	financial	need	requirements.	
Thanksgiving	Holiday	Box	$36.	Distribution	Nov.	14.	
See	www.angelfoodministries.com or	call	(540)338-6361.
Cub Scout Food Drive  Nov. 7&8
Please	fill	bags	left	at	your	doorstep	and	leave	for	
pick	up	EARLY	on	Nov.	14	by	the	Scouts.
Round Hill Art Center Swings at Notaviva Nov. 14
Art	Center	benefit,	6-10	p.m.	Music,	food,	dancing.	
www.roundhillartscenter.org	or	(540)751-0227.
RHAC Grand Re-Opening at Hill High Dec. 5
Music,	artwork,	and	children’s	activities.
Hill High Farmer’s Market Dec. 5
Cookie	decorating	and	more;	call	(540)338-7173
Round Hill Tree Lighting Dec. 5
At	the	Town	Park,	4	p.m.
RHES PTA Spaghetti Dinner   Dec. 5
Two	sittings,	5:15	and	6:00	p.m.	Adults	$6,	children	
(5-12)	$4,	and	under	4	free.	Santa	and	music.	Con-
tact	poolehouse@yahoo.com	or	(703)297-8052.
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The newly formed Round Hill Business Association will 
meet at Savoir Fare at 5:15 p.m. on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month. New members welcome.

Did You Know? 
During the Civil War, the stone house 

at 29 East Loudoun Street was owned by a 
widow with three sons: Two fought for the Con-

federacy, one for the Union. The widow used letters 
from her sons to protect the house from looting and 

destruction from both sides during the war. 
— Submitted by Kathleen Luckard

The official hours for trick-

or-treating in the Town of 

Round Hill are from 5:30 

to 7:30 p.m. on Halloween 

night.  Please watch out for 

little ghosts, goblins and 

their friends when driving 

that night.
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Building Swap Affects Three Round Hill Businesses 
Round Hill Arts Center, 
Round Hill Design Studio 
and Savoir Fare Boast 
New, Improved Space

In the Spirit of Halloween, Stories of Round Hill “Happenings” ... See Pages 4 & 5

By KIM RAMSEY
Editor,  News aRound the Hill

Three	 Round	 Hill	 businesses	 are	
redefining	and	expanding	their	oper-
ations	 as	 part	 of	 a	 building	 shuffle	
that	 began	 in	 September	 when	 the	
Round	Hill	Arts	Center	 left	 its	 loca-
tion	in	the	Old	Furniture	Factory	on	
West	Loudoun	Street.
By	 the	first	 of	October,	 the	Round	

Hill	Design	Studio	had	moved	from	
the	Patterson	Building	on	the	corner	
of	 Main	 and	 Loudoun	 streets	 into	
the	Old	Furniture	Factory,	and	after	

Thanksgiving,	 the	 space	
the	 Design	 Studio	 vacated	
will	 become	 an	 expanded	
dining	 room	 for	 its	 neigh-
bor,	 Savoir	Fare	Restaurant	
and	Wine	Bar.
The	 board	 of	 the	 Round	Hill	 Arts	

Center	is	excited	about	its	new	loca-
tion:	the	Hill	High	Orchards	building	
on	Route	7	just	west	of	Round	Hill.	
The	Center	will	occupy	part	of	the	

building	 behind	 the	 Country	 Store.	
"There's	a	potential	synergy	between	
the	Arts	Center	and	the	marketplace,"	
said	 RHAC	 Board	 Member	 Frank	
Etro.	"It's	a	great	location."	
The	Round	Hill	Arts	Center	is	cur-

rently	renovating	the	Hill	High	space	
to	meet	its	needs.	
According	 to	 RHAC	 Executive	

Director	Frank	Naylor,	the	new	loca-
tion	will	 be	 "quality	 space	designed	
to	be	an	art	 center	 from	 the	ground	
up	with	room	to	grow."	
The	space	will	include	a	brand	new	

state-of-the-art	pottery	studio,	art	stu-
dios	 for	classes	and	room	for	a	new	
gallery,	which	will	be	run	by	the	art-
ists	themselves.	This	will	be	the	first	
and	 only	 artists'	 cooperative	 gallery	
in	western	Loudoun	County.
As	a	non-profit,	the	Center	operates	

on	 income	 earned	 from	 programs	
and	 classes,	 as	 well	 as	 funds	 from	
donors	and	grants.	 	Recently,	 it	was	

a	recipient	of	a	matching	grant	from	
the	Town	of	Round	Hill	and	the	Vir-
ginia	Commission	of	the	Arts	(VCA).
The	Center	hopes	to	be	fully	opera-

tional	in	its	new	home	before	the	hol-
idays,	but	in	the	meantime	is	holding	
classes	in	off-site	locations,	including	
Notaviva	Winery	and	the	Purcellville	
Train	Station.	
For	 more	 information,	 visit	 www.

roundhillartscenter.org.	
During	 the	 last	 few	 weeks,	 Wally	

Johnson	has	been	working	to	set	up	
his	high-end	kitchen	design	and	sales	
business,	Round	Hill	Design	Studio,	
in	 the	 Old	 Furniture	 Factory	 build-
ing,	which	Johnson	has	owned	since	
1985.	
According	to	Johnson,	the	Old	Fur-

niture	 Factory	will	 also	 be	 home	 to	
See BUILDINGS, Page 7

The Hill High Orchards building, 
the Patterson building, and the 
Old Furniture Factory all have new 
tenants this fall. Below, the dining 
room at Savoir Fare. 
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By MARY RUTH PEELE 
and LISA ZIMMER-CHU
News aRound the Hill

Pizza	boxes,	milk	and	juice	cartons,	
and	yogurt	and	margarine	containers	
can	 now	 be	 tossed	 into	 Round	Hill	
families’	 recycling,	 rather	 than	trash	
bins.	American	Disposal	Services	has	
greatly	expanded	the	items	accepted	
(see	chart	at	right).	
As	 always,	 items	 can	 be	 commin-

gled	in	a	single	receptacle.	Cardboard	
can	be	included,	but	must	be	broken	
down,	 flattened	 and	 no	 larger	 than	
3X3	feet.
American	Disposal	Services	handles	

trash	and	recycling	pickup	for	residents	
of	 the	Town	of	Round	Hill	 and	 local	
other	 HOAs	 and	 residences.	 Ameri-
can	Disposal	Services	does	not	contract	
with	the	Villages	or	Stoneleigh.
According	 to	 information	 on	 the	

American	Disposal	 Services	website,	
after	pick-up,	materials	go	to	a	state-
of-the-art	 “single	 stream”	 recycling	
facility	 where	 they	 are	 placed	 on	 a	
conveyor	belt	and	screened	and	sorted	
by	various	electro-mechanical	means.	
Separated	 items	 are	 then	 baled	 and	
shipped	to	factories	to	be	re-manufac-
tured	into	new	and	useful	products.
In	 order	 to	 accommodate	 what	

American	Disposal	hopes	to	be	addi-

More Items 
Accepted for 
Recycling than 
Ever Before

tional	 quantities	 of	 household	 recy-
cling	materials,	the	company	is	now	
offering	 larger	 64-gallon	 containers	
with	wheels	for	a	fee	of	$75.		
To	 obtain	 one,	 call	 the	 company’s	

customer	service	line	at	(703)368-0500	
to	purchase	over	 the	phone	with	an	
additional	$5	convenience	fee.		Alter-
natively,	mail	in	a	check	for	$75	to:
American	Disposal	Services,	Inc.
PO	Box	1326
Centreville,	VA	20122
Include	 your	 name,	 daytime	 tele-

phone	number,	address,	and	what	the	
check	is	for.	Residents	of	the	Town	of	

Round	Hill	should	indicate	this	as	well.	
Once	the	check	is	received,	an	Ameri-
can	 Disposal	 customer	 service	 repre-
sentative	will	call	to	set	up	delivery.		
Smaller	 or	 unofficial	 containers	

can	also	be	used	as	 long	as	they	are	
clearly	 marked	 “recycling”	 or	 with	
the	familiar	arrow	symbol.	The	com-
pany	asks	that	materials	for	recycling	
not	be	placed	in	plastic	bags.
More	 detailed	 information	 on	 the	

increased	 list	 of	 recyclable	 items	 is	
available	in	the	town	office,	at	www.
newsaroundthehill.org,	 or	 at	 www.
americandisposal.com.

This flier, available in hard copy at the Town Office or online from American 
Disposal Services,  shows which items are now accepted for recycling.
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overnight	 guests,	 as	 a	 peaceful	 retreat	
away	from	the	main	house	for	privacy.	
Well,	maybe	not	always	“peaceful”…
One	 Friday	 night	 several	 years	 ago,	

John’s	mother,	Barbara,	was	staying	in	the	
guest	cottage.		Early	that	morning	Barbara	
was	awakened	by	a	figure	 at	 the	 foot	of	
the	bed.	
A	woman	in	a	white	dress	appeared	and	

spoke	 to	Barbara.	The	woman	said,	“My	
name	is	Dorothy,	and	I	have	something	to	
show	you.”	
Barbara	 was	 temporarily	 frozen,	 but	

then	managed	to	run	from	the	cottage	to	
the	main	 house.	When	 I	 saw	 the	 frantic	
Barbara,	I	fully	understood	what	it	meant	
for	someone	to	“look	like	she	had	just	seen	
a	ghost.”	
Everyone	was	 left	 wondering	who	 the	

woman	 was,	 and	 what	 she	 wanted	 to	
show	Barbara.	
There	is	no	known	history	of	a	woman	

named	Dorothy	connected	to	the	house	or	
the	cottage.	
Barbara	would	not	return	to	the	cottage	

that	 morning,	 but	 she	 and	 many	 others	
have	 since	 spent	 the	 night	 there	 peace-
fully	with	no	further	incidents.	

David	 Norton’s	 pottery	 classes	
and	 Genesis	 International,	 as	
well	 as	 the	 monthly	 bluegrass	
jam	 sessions	 that	 have	 over	 the	
last	seven	years	“become	an	insti-
tution	in	this	building.”
Genesis	 International,	 which	

Johnson	 founded	 with	 his	 wife,	
Carolyn	 Kruger,	 supports	 pre-
school	education	and	health	pro-
grams	for	orphans	and	vulnerable	
children	in	the	African	countries	
of	Malawi	and	Zambia.	
Genesis	 is	 in	 the	 process	 of	

applying	 for	 non-profit	 status,	
and	 Johnson	 said	 that	 proceeds	
from	 the	 monthly	 jam	 sessions	
and	a	portion	of	the	profits	from	
all	programs	in	the	Old	Furniture	
Factory	 building	 will	 go	 to	 this	
organization.
Johnson	is	also	open	to	having	

the	rest	of	the	building	fill	“what-
ever	the	community’s	needs	are,	
focusing	initially	on	music.”	
“We're	not	 looking	 to	compete	

with	the	Round	Hill	Arts	Center	
or	Franklin	Park	Performing	and	
Visual	 Arts	 Center,”	 Johnson	
said.	
“We're	small	and	have	no	stage	

or	 sound	 equipment,	 so	 we're	
looking	for	a	more	intimate,	cof-
feehouse	sort	of	feeling.”
A	 group	 of	 volunteers,	 called	

the	Friends	of	the	Old	Furniture	
Factory,	 is	 being	 established	 to	
help	 plan	 events	 and	 programs	
for	the	building.	
For	 more	 information,	 visit	

www.roundhilldesign.com,	www.gen-

esisintl.org,	 and	 www.theoldfurni-
turefactory.com.
Since	 its	 opening	 last	 spring,	

business	at	Joan	Wolford’s	Savoir	
Fare	 Restaurant	 and	 Wine	 Bar	
has	 been,	 in	 her	 words,	 “unbe-
lievably	 successful.”	 So	 it's	 no	
surprise	 that	 she	 jumped	 at	 the	
chance	to	expand	into	the	remain-
ing	first	floor	space	of	the	Patter-
son	Building.		
By	 making	 only	 minor	 modi-

fications	 to	 the	 building's	 floor	
plan,	Wolford	expects	to	be	able	
to	 double	 her	 dining	 capacity	
while	 still	 keeping	 her	 mellow,	
relaxed	atmosphere.	
Diners	 will	 still	 choose	 from	

four	 entrees,	 which	 will	 change	
weekly,	 as	 well	 as	 small	 plates,	
soups	and	salads.	
Starting	Nov.	1,	Savoir	Fare	will	

be	open	Wednesday	evenings	in	
addition	to	the	current	Thursday	
through	 Saturday	nights.	 Lunch	
is	 served	 from	11	a.m.	 to	3	p.m.	
Tuesday	through	Friday.	
Wolford	expects	the	new	dining	

space	 to	 be	 available	 sometime	
after	Thanksgiving.
Wolford	 will	 also	 continue	 to	

operate	 her	 Savoir	 Fare,	 Ltd.,	
catering	 business,	 which	 cel-
ebrated	 its	 tenth	 anniversary	 on	
Oct.	20,	from	the	same	location.		
Of	 the	 Restaurant	 and	 Wine	

Bar,	Wolford	said,	“It’s	a	dream	
come	true	for	me.	It’s	pretty	awe-
some.”
For	 more	 information	 and	

weekly	 menus,	 see	 www.savoir-
farelimited.com. 

the	house.
	Lastly,	if	you	have	a	disaster	survival	kit	in	your	house,	check	it	and	

replace	items	such	as	water,	expired	food	or	emergency	products	and	
expired	medications.		Some	over-the-counter	medicines	can	cause	real	
problems	due	to	aging.	If	you	have	a	car	emergency	kit,	check	it	for	
heat-damaged	or	expired	supplies,	missing	tools	or	things	that	should	
be	added	(emergency	blanket,	flares,	jumper	cables,	etc.).		
	Be	safe	and	have	a	wonderful	fall	and	winter.	

Buildings
Continued from Page 1

Happenings
Continued from Page 5

Safety
Continued from Page 6

The Round Hill Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Nov. 10, 
2009, at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Office 
to receive comments on the applica-
tion from the Round Hill United Meth-
odist Church for a special exception 
for a major expansion to the existing 
church located on West Loudoun 
Street.  Special exceptions must be 
approved by the Town Council, after a 
public hearing and a recommendation 
by the Planning Commission.

KIM RAMSEY—NEWS aROUND the HILL
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By KAMNA TALWAR
News aRound the Hill

Closet2Closet	 is	 a	 local	 clothing	
swap	shop	located	in	Purcellville	that	
was	created	and	organized	by	Loud-
oun	Valley	High	School	seniors		and	
Round	 Hill	 area	 residents	 Katelyn	
Chapman	and	McKenzie	O'Connor.
The	 two	 girls	 came	 up	 with	 the	

idea	of	a	clothing	shop	while	looking	
through	their	closets.	
“I	was	 cleaning	out	my	closet	 and	

realized	I	had	good	clothes	that	others	
could	use,”	Chapman	said.	
“Katelyn	 called	 me	 and	 we	 were	

going	 through	 our	 closets	 and	 got	
clothes	 together,”	 O'Connor	 added.	
“We	 called	 lots	 of	 friends,	 and	 they	
helped.”
Chapman's	father	allowed	them	to	

use	a	vacant	store	he	owns	in	Purcell-
ville	to	set	up	their	shop.	It	is	located	
at	138	21st	Street.
The	 shop	 provides	 free	 clothes—

some	that	have	been	hardly,	or	even	
never,	 been	worn	before—to	people	
in	 need.	 Closet2Closet	 is	 open	 to	
donations	 and	 swapping	 of	 clothes,	
shoes	 and	 accessories	 for	 women,	
men,	children	and	teens.	
“We	accept	anything,	but	we	need	

more	 seasonal	 clothes,”	 O'Connor	
said.
Donations	 can	 be	 dropped	 off	 at	

Closet2Closet	or	at	 the	new	INOVA	
medical	building	on	Hirst	Road.	
The	clothes	are	completely	free	and	

one	could	simply	walk	in,	find	some-
thing,	and	take	it	home.	
“You	don't	even	have	to	donate	to	

get	 clothes,"	 O'Connor	 pointed	 out.	
The	girls	are	accepting	food	to	donate	
to	the	local	food	bank	in	lieu	of	cloth-
ing	donations.
Additionally,	 “You	 don't	 have	 to	

demonstrate	need,”	explained	Chap-

man.	 "You	 can	 just	 take	 the	 clothes	
for	free;	just	leave	the	hangers!"	
Closet2Closet	has	had	a	large	turn-

out	so	far	and	has	had	a	great	effect	
on	 the	 Round	 Hill	 and	 Purcellville	
communities.	
“It's	 really	 cool	 because	 it's	 help-

ing	a	lot	of	people	and	a	lot	of	people	
have	 donated	 clothes,”	 Chapman	
said.	 “Everybody	 is	 involved	 with	
donations	and	swapping.”
“The	economy	is	bad,	so	it's	helping	

there,	too,”	said	O’Connor.	
Chapman	 and	 O'Connor	 said	 that	

they	are	committed	to	Closet2Closet	
until	 graduation.	 After	 that,	 Chap-
man	said	she	hopes	“it	can	be	passed	
on	 throughout	 the	 community	 and	
just	 help	 as	 many	 people	 as	 possi-
ble.”
The	 store	 will	 stay	 in	 business	 as	

long	as	there	are	clothes	to	be	given	
out.	
“We'll	continue	to	open	a	few	week-

ends	 until	 someone	 rents	 out	 the	
storefront,”	O'Connor	said.	
Closet2Closet	 is	 open	 Saturdays	

from	 1-4	 p.m.	 The	 store	 is	 open	 to	
volunteers	to	help	organize	clothes.	
Anyone	 who	 would	 like	 to	 get	

involved	can	contact	the	store	or	the	
girls	 on	Facebook	or	via	 their	 email	
address	 at	 Closet2Closet.help@gmail.
com.

(Kamna Talwar is a junior at Loudoun 
Valley High School.)

By  JACK FREAR 
Round Hill Volunteer Fire 
Department

	With	 the	 advent	 of	 crunch-
ing	 leaves	 under	 your	 feet	 and	
shield	 bugs	 trying	 to	 get	 into	
your	house,	 it’s	once	again	 time	
to	prepare	for	fall	and	winter	by	
checking	smoke	detectors,	clean-
ing	 your	 heaters	 and	 looking	
over	 your	 disaster	 kits	 for	 your	
house	and	car.
Most	folks	check	their	detectors	

when	the	time	changes	(a	simple	
reminder),	 but	 many	 also	 do	 it	
at	 Thanksgiving	 ...	 sort	 of	 “I’m	
thankful	 I’ve	 got	 smoke	 detec-
tors.”	
Be	sure	to	change	the	batteries	

in	 all	 your	 units,	 test	 them	 and	
check	 the	 age	 of	 the	 detectors.		
The	 U.S.	 Consumer	 Product	
Safety	Commission	recommends	
that	 any	 smoke	 detector	 more	
than	10	years	old	(and	any	carbon	
monoxide	alarms	more	than	five	
years	old)	be	replaced.
	Practice	 Exit	 Drills	 In	 The	

Home	 (EDITH)	 to	 remind	 your	
family	 what	 to	 do	 in	 an	 emer-
gency.	It’s	easy	to	forget	where	to	
meet	 outside,	 how	 to	 get	 out	 of	
the	house,	and	what	your	smoke	
detectors	 sound	 like.	 Once	 you	
have	 evacuated,	 never	 go	 back	
into	 the	 house	 until	 the	 fire	
department	says	it’s	okay.
	If	you	heat	with	wood,	be	sure	

to	 have	 your	 stove,	 chimney	
and	 flue	 cleaned	 and	 evaluated	
for	 repair.	 Have	 other	 installed	
heaters	 (electric	 baseboard,	 oil,	
propane,	 gas)	 serviced.	 Be	 sure	
to	 evaluate	 any	 free-standing	
heaters	 (oil-filled	 radiators,	 etc.)	
for	 age	 and	 condition.	 Keep	 an	
A-B-C	 rated	 fire	 extinguisher	 in	

Two Round Hill 
Teens Organize 
Local Clothing 
Swap Shop

Fire Department 
Urges Safety 
for Fall, Winter 

See SAFETY, Page 7

Katelyn Chapman and McKenzie 
O’Connor started the swap shop.

PHOTO COURTESY MELISSA O’CONNOR



By JOHN BARKLEY
Town Administrator

The	 Round	 Hill	 town	 staff	 and	
town	council	are	happy	to	announce	
a	 couple	 of	 technology	 improve-
ments	that	will,	hopefully,	make	life	
in	Round	Hill	a	little	easier.
First,	if	you've	noticed	your	cell	cov-

erage	has	suddenly	improved,	you're	
not	imagining	it.	
Verizon	Wireless	has	activated	 the	

cellular	equipment	on	the	Round	Hill	
water	 tank.	 Round	 Hill	 customers	
should	 experience	 better	 coverage	
in	 their	 homes	 and	 businesses,	 and	
when	traveling	in	the	area.	
Additionally,	 there	 is	 approved	

space	on	the	tank	to	house	three	addi-
tional	cellular	service	carriers,	so	look	
for	other	carriers	such	as	T-Mobile	to	
install	equipment	and	improve	their	
service	in	the	future.		
Second,	as	part	of	an	ongoing	effort	

to	utilize	the	latest	technology	to	offer	
town	 services	 in	 a	 more	 customer-
friendly	way,	town	staff	members	are	
working	with	PNC	Bank	to	develop	
an	automated	payment	system.	

This	 system	will	 enable	 customers	
to	make	timely,	reliable	payments	in	
a	secure,	online	environment.	
The	 Town	 intends	 to	 offer	 this	

online	payment	option	for	real	estate	
tax,	personal	property	tax	and	utility	
payment.		
The	 new	 system	 will	 allow	 cus-

tomers	to	access	their	account	 infor-
mation	 at	 their	 convenience	 via	 the	
Town	web	site.	
Look	 for	 the	 automated	 payment	

option	to	be	available	before	the	end	
of	the	year.		
Regarding	 water	 and	 sewer	 pay-

ments,	the	Town	has	implemented	a	
few	changes	to	the	notification	proce-
dures	for	delinquent	water	and	sewer	
customers,	 specifically	 pertaining	 to	
mailings	and	red	door	hangers.	
Water	bills	will	still	be	due	and	pay-

able	within	30	days	from	the	date	of	
billing,	 and	 late	 charges	will	 still	be	
assessed	if	not	paid	within	35	days	of	
the	original	billing	date.		
Customers	 who	 are	 delinquent	

beyond	 the	 35-day	 interval	 will	 no	
longer	have	a	red	door	hanger	placed	
on	 their	 door	 by	 the	 Town	 utility	

crew.	 Instead,	 they	will	be	mailed	a	
reminder	notice	and	an	attempt	will	
be	made	by	the	Town	staff	to	contact	
them	by	telephone.	
At	 50	 days,	 if	 the	 bill	 is	 still	 delin-

quent,	 they	will	have	 their	water	 ser-
vice	disconnected,	with	a	notice	posted	
on	their	door	at	the	time	of	disconnect.	
Any	 charges	 normally	 assessed	 for	

the	 acts	 of	 discontinuing	 or	 starting	
water	service	shall	also	be	charged.	
Bills	 not	 promptly	 paid	 may	 be	

referred	to	an	attorney	for	collection,	
for	 which	 attorney’s	 fees	 and	 costs	
may	be	collected	as	part	of	the	bill.	
If	you	have	questions	or	comments,	

please	 contact	 the	 Town	 Office	 at	
(540)	338-7878.		
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Technology Improvements Include 
Cellular Service, Online Bill Payment

By BECKHAM DICKERSON
News aRound the Hill

Powers	 and	 Carolyn	 Thomas	 and	 Michael	 Hummel,	
representing	Round	Hill	West,	LLC,	are	 seeking	public	
comments	and	suggestions	concerning	a	concept	devel-
oped	by	a	local	planner	for	their	land	lying	between	the	
Town	of	Round	Hill	and	the	INOVA	hospital/proposed	
sheriff-substation	parcel.		
	It	is	hoped	that	citizen	input	will	guide	this	proposal	to	

become	a	welcome	 contribution	and	 compatible	neigh-
borhood	 to	 the	west	 of	 the	 Town,	 buffering	 the	 Town	
from	the	proposed	sheriff’s	substation.		
	There	are	several	options	under	which	these	25	acres	

could	develop	in	the	future.	One	option	is	development	
in	 the	 county	 under	 County	 zoning	 and	 control,	 with	
minimal	 Town	 input.	 Another	 option	 is	 development	
under	the	Town	R-2	zone	(assuming	Town	boundary	line	
adjustment),	which	has	been	planned	for	review.		

	 The	 owners’	 preferred	 development	 option	 has	 been	
prepared	 so	 that	 the	Town	and	 its	 citizens	may	provide	
direct	and	active	input	on	it.	This	input	is	being	solicited	
to	help	create	a	development	with	a	Town	“feel”	that	will	
allow	it	to	be	a	welcome	and	integral	part	of	the	Town.
	This	can	only	be	done	if	local	residents	are	a	part	of	and	

support	what	is	being	proposed.	The	venue	for	input	will	
be	a	“charette”	process,	a	series	of	working	meetings	of	
interested	persons.	
At	 the	 charette,	 participants	 will	 be	 provided	 with	

concept	 plans	 and	 asked	 to	 comment	 and	 advise	 the	
landowners	 in	 their	efforts	 to	make	 this	development	a	
welcome	addition	to	the	Town	of	Round	Hill.
	 While	 this	 is	 not	 a	 formal	 Town	 meeting,	 the	 initial	

charette	meeting	will	take	place	at	the	Town	Office	on	Nov.	
5	at	7	p.m.		Any	additional	charettes	will	be	scheduled	at	
this	meeting	as	agreed	by	the	participants.		

(Beckham Dickerson is the planner working with the property 
owners on the development of these parcels.)

Property Owners Seek Citizen Input on Development Plan

Verizon’s newly active cellular array 
sits atop the Round Hill water tower.
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The stone house on the east side of Town 
is one of Round Hill's oldest and most his-
toric structures.  Since the early 1850s, it 
has served as a store, Round Hill's first 
post office, stagecoach stop, school, meeting 
house and saloon. 

Now a private residence, it has been 
owned by John and Robin Heyner for more 
than 10 years. In that time, the Heyners 
have experienced a number of unexplained 
"happenings" in the house and the adjacent 
cottage. 

As befitting the spirit of the Halloween 
season, Robin Heyner describes their expe-
riences in the stories below…
Shortly	after	my	husband,	 John,	 and	

I		moved	to	Round	Hill	in	1998,	some-
thing	very	eerie	began	to	occur	 in	our	
“new”	home.	
One	 evening,	 we	 were	 in	 the	 living	

room	with	our	golden	retriever	Bailey,	
and	Bailey	started	a	low	guttural	growl	
and	all	of	the	hair	on	her	back	stood	on	
end.	She	got	up	and	positioned	herself	
between	us	and	the	stairwell	leading	to	
the	second	floor.	
She	proceeded	to	“watch”	something	

descend	the	stairs,	pass	across	the	living	

room	and	across	the	parlor.	
The	whole	event	took	only	about	two	

minutes,	and	when	it	completed,	Bailey	
went	 back	 to	 being	 her	 same	 old	 lov-
able,	sweet	self.	
John	 and	 I	 thought	 that	 something	

outside	 had	 gotten	 Bailey’s	 attention,	
but	after	 searching	 the	grounds,	noth-
ing	was	found.	
This	 event	 repeated	 itself	 every	 eve-

ning	 for	 several	weeks,	 always	on	 the	
stroke	 of	 8	 p.m.—you	 could	 set	 your	
watch	 by	 it.	 Eventually,	 after	 several	
weeks,	this	eerie	“happening”	stopped,	
just	as	suddenly	as	it	started.	

Shoes in the Attic
One	Easter	weekend,	John	and	I	trav-

eled	out	of	town	to	visit	family.		When	
we	returned	home	and	went	to	the	attic	
to	put	away	suitcases,	we	found	a	very	
strange	sight.
All	of	the	shoes	that	had	been	stacked	

up	neatly	in	boxes	under	rolling	racks	
were	lined	up	across	the	floor	as	if	they	
were	on	display.	All	boxes	were	neatly	
stacked	in	place	under	the	rolling	rack.	
Additionally,	 when	 we	 left	 for	 the	

weekend	our	attic	windows	were	closed	

and	locked,	with	candle	lights	in	place	
in	 each	 window	 well.	 Each	 of	 these	
windows	 swings	 inward,	 so	 in	 order	
to	 open	 these	 windows,	 the	 candle	
light	 has	 to	 be	 removed,	 the	 window	
swung	open,	and	then	the	candle	light	
replaced.	
Oddly,	 when	 we	 returned	 from	 our	

trip	 all	 four	 win-
dows	 were	 now	
opened	 but	 the	
candle	 lights	 were	
still	in	place!	
John	 and	 I	 could	

not	 explain	 this	
"happening,"	 and	
often	 wondered	 if	
Thomas	 Lunsford,	
the	 shoemaker	
who	 operated	 his	
cobbler	shop	out	of	
the	 small	 building	
at	 the	 turn	 of	 the	
century,	 had	 any-
thing	 to	 do	 with	
this	 strange	 occur-
rence.	

Doors Locked 
from Inside
Our	 two		

entrances	 both	
have	 storm	 doors	
with	 hook	 and	 eye	 closures	 that	 can	
only	be	operated	from	inside	the	house.		
One	 evening,	 returning	 from	 work,	 I	
attempted	 to	 enter	 the	 house,	 but	 the	
storm	door	would	not	open.		I	was	very	
perplexed	 and	 tried	 everything,	 but	 it	
still	would	not	open.	I	went	to	the	other	
entrance	 and	 tried	 that	 door	 as	 well,	
but	with	the	same	result.
Unable	to	get	either	door	open,	I	tried	

to	 call	 John,	 but	 was	 unable	 to	 reach	
him.	 So,	 I	 gave	 up	 and	 solicited	 help	
from	my	neighbor.	
After	working	with	both	doors	 for	a	

while,	 he	 came	 to	 the	 conclusion	 that	
the	doors	were	locked	from	the	inside.
“How	is	that	possible?”	I	inquired.
We	 had	 no	 idea.	 Next	 we	 tried	 the	

windows	 on	 the	 odd	 chance	 that	 one	

Unexplained “Happenings” at Heyners’ Historic House 
Serve as Source for Spooky Halloween Stories

The Heyner’s house on the East side of town is one of the town’s oldest and 
most historic structures and the site of numerous unexplained “happenings.”
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might	be	unlocked,	
but	 none	 of	 them	
would	open	either.		
As	a	last	resort,	my	
neighbor	got	some	
tools	 and	 pro-
ceeded	 to	 remove	
the	 storm	 door	
from	its	hinges.
What	 was	 ulti-

mately	 discovered	
was	 that	 the	hook	
and	 eye	 closures	
were	 latched	 on	
both	doors.	
But	 how	 could	

that	be?		
With	 all	 possible	 entry	 points	 to	 the	

house	 locked,	 the	only	possible	expla-
nation	was	that	someone	did	it	from	the	
inside	and	they	were	still	in	the	house!
We	were	convinced	that	someone	was	

playing	 a	 joke,	 and	was	 hiding	 some-
where	 in	 the	 house.	 After	 a	 thorough	
search	of	the	house,	no	one	was	found.

Music and Voices in the Evening
Very	 often	 when	 John	 and	 I	 return	

home	after	a	long	day	at	work,	we	enter	
the	 house	 to	 the	 sound	 of	 very	 faint	
music	and	voices.	It	almost	sounds	like	
a	 party	 is	 going	 on,	with	 softly	 clink-
ing	glasses	and	old-fashioned	music.	It	
continues	 until	 loud	 noises	 are	made,	
and	then	it	just	fades	away....

Guest Cottage “Happenings”
In	2002	John	and	I	decided	to	have	the	
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From	 a	 historical	 perspec-
tive,	 the	 land	 where	 Hillwood	
Estates	is	today	has	been	owned	
by	 numerous	 people	 since	 the	
1700s,	 including	 Colonel	 John	
Tayloe	 (1732),	 James	 McIlhanay	
(1749),	 George	 Brown	 (1796),	
James	 Cochran	 (1810),	 Addison	
Cochran	 (1851),	 Harmon	 Lodge	
(1854),	 and	 William	 T.	 Hall	
(1911).		
The	land	was	a	dairy	farm	while	

owned	by	Hall.	
In	 the	 1960s,	 James	 E.	 Hoyle	

and	 Winston	 M.	 Crickenberger	
purchased	the	land	from	the	Wil-
liam	 T.	 Hall	 estate,	 and	 devel-
oped	 what	 is	 now	 known	 as	
Hillwood	Estates.	
All	 of	 the	 streets	 in	 Hillwood	

Estates	 are	 named	 for	 well-
known	Confederate	officers.		
Although	 their	 house	 in	 Hill-

wood	 Estates	 is	 only	 40	 years	
old,	Patrick	and	Cindy	Horan	are	
certain	they	have	a	ghost
Numerous	 times	 since	 they	

moved	into	the	house	they	have	
seen	 a	 Civil	 War	 era	 woman,	
dressed	 in	 a	 dark	 blue	 dress,	
white	shirt	and	a	hat,	standing	in	
a	corner	of	the	house.	
She	only	appears	for	a	few	sec-

onds	 at	 a	 time	 before	 vanishing	
into	thin	air,	but	both	Patrick	and	
Cindy	have	seen	her	a	number	of	
times.	 Patrick	 and	 Cindy's	 pets	
have	also	sensed	her	presence.		
The	Horans	 have	 no	 idea	who	

she	 might	 be,	 and	 believe	 that	
she	is	somehow	connected	to	the	
area,	not	their	house.		

Recurring Visions 
of Civil War Era 
Woman Appear to 
Residents of Home 
in Hillwood Estates 

small	out-building	on	our	property	ren-
ovated	for	use	as	a	guest	cottage.		This	is	
the	 structure	where	Thomas	Lunsford	
had	 operated	 his	 cobbler	 shop	 in	 the	
early	1900s.
In	 one	 phase	 of	 the	 project,	 the	 car-

penters	 from	 apple	 house	 carpentry,	
which	is	 	owned	by	Round	Hill’s	own	
Phil	Bzdyk,	were	taking	measurements	
in	 the	 building	 and	doing	 their	wood	
cuts	 out	 in	 the	 yard.	 When	 the	 crew	
would	move	 from	 inside	 the	 building	
out	into	the	yard	the	door	would	con-
tinually	slam	shut	and	lock.
After	getting	locked	out	one	too	many	

times,	they	decided	to	 just	remove	the	
door	entirely.	
Next,	when	the	apple	house	crew	was	

laying	 the	 flagstone	 for	 the	 bathroom	
floor,	one	of	the	flagstones	was	dropped	
and	broke	into	an	interesting	shape...a	
near	perfect	silhouette	of	a	man’s	face.	
Interestingly,	 the	 silhouette	 strongly	

resembled	old	photographs	of	Thomas	
Lunsford,	the	cobbler.	
The	work	staff	said	it	was	"a	sign,"	and	

placed	the	stone	face	on	the	mantle	of	
the	fireplace	to	"oversee"	construction.	
From	 that	 point	 forward,	 no	 unex-

plained	 happenings	 occurred	 and	 the	
cottage	renovation	completed	quietly.	
To	this	day,	"Mr.	Lunsford"	sits	on	a	

shelf	 in	 the	 guest	 cottage,	 welcoming	
guests	and	watching	over	the	cottage.
The	 guest	 cottage	 is	 now	 used	 for	

See HAPPENINGS, Page 7

During renovations of the Heyner’s cottage, above, a flag-
stone fell and broke into the shape of a man’s profile, left.
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